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Former Attorney General John N: Mitchell last night 
emphatically denied testimony at a Senate hearing that 

“lav off” 6 !? V& T d , instructlons from President Nixon to 
Co%. International Telephone and Telegraph 

The President’s name w as introduced for the first 



'time yesterday in the investi- 
gation of whether an ITT anti- 
trust setlement was related to 
the conglomerate’s offer to 
subsidize the Republican Na- 
tional Convention in San Di- 
ego this year. 

Brit Hume, an associate of 
syndicated columnist Jack An- 
- derson, told the Senate Judici- 
ary Committee that ITT lob- 
byist Dita D. Beard had re- 
counted to him a conversation 
with Mitchell in Kentucky 
last year, during which the 
then Attorney General al- 
legedly said the President had 
personally intervened in the 
ITT case. 

But Mitchell, now director 
of Mr. Nixon’s .reelection ef- 
fort and the next scheduled 
witness at the Senate hearings, 
issued a statement rebutting 
the fourth-hand account of the 
President’s instructions. 

“The Hume testimony attri- 
buting statements to me in- 
volving the . President is total- 
ly false and without, founda- 1 
tion,” Mitchell said. 

“I categorically deny that I 1 
ever had » any . such eonversa- j 
tion or that I ever made any 1 
such statement anywhere, or - 
at any time. The President has 
never, repeat never, made any 
request to me directly or in- 
directly concerning the set- 
tlement- of the ITT case, and I 
took no part in that settle- 
ment.” 

Hume, who testified with 
Anderson all day yesterday, 
said Mrs. Beard told him. of 
her alleged, conversation Iasi 
year with Mitchell on the nighl 



of Feb. 24, when Hume visitec 
. her at her 'Arlington; home to 
verify the authenticity of hei 
controversial memorandum 
linking the ..antitrust settle- 
ment to the convention contri- 
bution. 

As Hume recalled it, Mrs., 
Beard said that the Attorney 
General told her the President 
had directed him to “lay off” 
ITT. Later, Hume said, she cor- 
rected herself - to explain that 
the President’s -alleged instruc- 
tions were to “make a reason- 
able settlement” with ITT 
rather than pushing the anti-i 
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trust cases to the Supreme 
Court. 

In the audience dinring 
Hume’s testimony was Martha 
Mitchell, the former Attorney 
general’s wife. 

She later said she “came up 
to see this three-ring circus. I 
wanted to see why they’re 
wasting the taxpayers’ money.” 

Yesterday’s session was the 
sixth in the special hearings, 
convened at the request of 
Richard G. Kleindienst, Mr. 
Nixon’s nominee to succeed 
Mitchell at the Justice Depart- 
ment. 

Anderson testified yesterday 
that Kleindienst is “unfit to be 
attorney general” because he 
is not a “man who under- 
stands the law and respects 
the truth.” 

He claimed , that ITT “is 
planning an all-out effort to 
discredit Dita Beard” arid to 
portray her as “a crackpot and 
a drunk. ' 

“The public record on this 
episode is blotted with false- 
hood,” Anderson said, as he at- 
tempted to discredit virtually 
every witness to-appear before 
the committee so far. “The 
aura of scandal hangs over the j 
whole matter,” he said. 

The columnist’s testimony 
, drew sharp rebukes and bitter 
denunciations from Republi- 
can members of the commit- 
tee. Sen. Marlow W. Cook (R- 
Ky.) introduced into the rec- 
ord Anderson columns which 
he said were false and cast 
doubt on Anderson’s credibil- 
ity in general. , 

But the sharpest debate was 
stimulated by AndSrsons’ as- 
sertion that the ITT promise 
of up to $400,000 to help fi- 
maee the GOP convention “is 
a crime.” 

“Conventions all over Amer- 
ica are bought all the time by 
businness communities, and ev- 
eryone in this room knows it,” 
observed Sen. Roman Hruska 
(R-Neb.). 

Hruska produced an advi- 
sory letter from John C. Ken- 
ney, chief of the Frauds Sec- 
tion in the Criminal Division 
of the Justice Department 
saying that contributions 
“made for the primary pur- 
pose of. bringing the political 
convention to the community 
with the reasonable expecta- 
tion of financial return to the 
contributor” do not violate the 
Corrupt Practices Act, as An- 
derson contended. 

But that letter later became 




a subject of controversy, when 
it was revealed that it was 
written in response to a re- 
quest from a , law firm that 
represents President Nixon 
and does substantial fund-rais- 
ing for Republicans. 

The letter, from the firm of 
Kalmbach, DeMarco, Knapp 
and Chillingworth in Los An- 
geles, specifically asked about 
the legality of contributions to 
attract the GOP convention to 
San Diego. ' 

Sen. Edward M. Kennedy 
(D-Mass.) suggested that pri- 
vate lawyers are not ordinar- 
ily permitted to obtain advi- 
sory opinions from the Justice 
Department, but that “Mr. 
Nixon’s friends are able! to.” 

At that point, Cook cut in to 
say, “I think it’s President 
Nixon, senator.” 

After yesterday’s hotly con- 
tested session, committee 
Chairman James O. Eastland 
(D-Miss.) said once again that 
“I certainly have not” heard 
anything to make him believe 
that the Senate should turn 
down the Kleindienst nomina- 
tion. 

But he agreed that the hear- 
t ings must go on, probably 
through next week, because, 
“I think this thing’s got to be 
explained.” 

Eastland was skeptical that 
committee members would go 
to Denver Monday to inter- 
view Mrs. Beard at the Rocky 
Mountain Osteopathic Hospi- 
tal, where she is a heart pa- 
tient. He said he would ask 
the Justice Department to use 
its usual procedures to ascer- 
tain whether she is really too 
ill to return to testify in Wash- 
ington. 

The osteopathic physicians 
caring for Mrs. Beard said 
yesterday that she had suf- 
fered another relapse and 
might not be released as soon 
as originally expected. 

Hume’s extensive descrip- 
tion of his conversations with 
Mrs. Beard before her memo 
jwas published in the Ander- 
! son column, also included 
;• these points: 

! • That Mrs. Beard said she 

:had first discussed ITT’s fi- 
nancial commitment to the 
Republican convention with 
California Lt. Gov. Ed Rein- 
ecke in January, 1971, when 
Reineeke was in Washington 
to discuss attracting the con- 
vention to San Diego. 

• That she said ITT presi- 
dent Harold Geneen promised 
to underwrite San Diego’s 
offer to host the convention 



during a conversation with 
Rep. Bob Wilson (R-Calif.) last 
May 12 at the conglomerate’s 
annual meeting in that city. 

During his testimony, Hume 
referred to typewritten notes 
he said he had made after talk- 
ing with Mrs. Beard the night 
of Feb. 24, and at one point 
Cook demanded that those 
notes be placed in the hear- 
ing record. 

Hume and Anderson ob- 
jected, however, that they were 
“confidential reporter’s notes” 
which they would not turn 
over on . the demand of any 
government .body. . 

Hume also pointed out that 
the notes contained “many 
four-lettered 'words,” which he 
said were part of his quota- 
tions of Mrs. Beard, 

Later in the day, Cook with- 
drew his demand for the notes, 
after Hume said he might con- 
sider volunteering them for 
the record. 

There, was another confron- 
tation' when Sen. Edward J. 
Gurney (R : Fla.) demanded to 
know Anderson’s source for 
the Beard memorandum. 

. Anderson ' would say only 
that his source was .“inside 
ITT” and was not Mrs. Beard. 
Eastland intervened to defend 
the columnist’s right to refuse 
to divulge, his. sources of in- 
formation. 

Gurney also asked Anderson 
if he ever pays for informa- 
tion used in his columns. 

The columnist said “No.” 
He added: “I object to that 
practice. I know our govern- 
ment does it. I know the FBI 
does it. But I don’t approve. 
It seems to taint the informa- 
tion if it is paid for.” 

Anderson also' clashed with 
Sen. Hiram Fong (R-Hawaii)' 
over the columnist’s conten- 
tion that Kleindienst should 
have made public all of his 
private meetings with an ITT; 
director concerning the anti- 
trust cases. 

“Should I tell the whole 
public everyone , I see every- 
day?” Fong asked. 

“It would be a good idea,” 
Anderson replied. 

“Would you do it?” Fong 
asked. 

“I wasn’t elected,” Anderson 
answered. “But I’ll tell you 
what, I will, if you do.” 

Anderson also contended 
that the Justice Department 
conceded a great deal when 
it settled 'with ITT last year, 
permitting the conglomerate 
to retain the IJartford Fire 
Insurance Co. and requiring 
divestiture of other businesses 



worth $1 billion. 

In what could be an im- 
portant barometer of Senate 
sentiment on the Kleindienst 
nomination, Sen. Sam J. Er- 
vin Jr. (D-N.C.) said yester- 
day that he felt the nominee’s 
participation in meetings on 
the ITT settlement amounted 
only t 0 a “proper discharge 
of his duties.” 



, ' — , LXlt 

he was . concerned about othe 
aspects of the case yet to b 
developed in the hearings. 
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By Charles Del Vecchio — The Washington Post 

testify during- yesterday’s ITT-Kleindienst hearings. 



Columnist Jack Anderson and an associate, Brit Hume, 






